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to challenge and reshape the USO's agenda.'^ Junior hostesses grappled with the 

pervasive sexual double standard that allowed men to pursue sexual intimacy free of 

social, though not physical consequences, while women endured the physical and social 

repercussions, and responsibility for their own sexual choices. Nonetheless, within this 

context, junior hostesses fashioned USO service to meet their own needs for male 

companionship and sexual expression. 

I rely upon a combination of oral interviews, published sources and archival 

research in government documents and the collections of USO member agencies, to 

address issues of sexuality, citizenship, and women's volunteer service during the war. 

Published sources reveal the image that the USO created for itself, while government 

documents establish the links between this private, nonprofit organization and the 

military and federal government. I conducted oral interviews with or administered 

questionnaires to approximately 70 former hostesses who supplied me with rare firsthand 

testimony about their experiences as junior or senior USO hostesses.^® These women 

volunteered for USO clubs in various parts of the country and relocated to the Phoenix, 

Arizona area at some point after the war. These interviews, along with published sources 

help to provide a geographically balanced account of USO clubs. For narrative purposes 

I refer to the women who shared their memories with me by their first names throughout 

Chrystelle Trump Bond, "Homefront Heroes: Jitterbugging in Wartime Baltimore," Maryland Historical 
Magazine 88 (Winter 1993); Maryann Lovelace, "Facing Change in Wartime Philadelphia: The Story of 
the Philadelphia USO," Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography CXXIII (July 1999). 

In an article published by the Phoenix-based Arizona Republic, I asked former USO hostesses to contact 
me if they were interested in discussing their USO experiences. Approximately 100 women responded to 
my request. I conducted oral or telephone interviews with approximately half of these women and the 
remainder completed questionnaires about their USO experiences. Although currently residing in the 
Phoenix area, they served as USO hostesses in states throughout the country including Illinois, New York, 
Virginia, Tennessee, Alabama, California, Washington, and many others. Maureen West, "UA Student 
Seeks USO Hostesses," The Arizona Republic, 20 February 2001, B3. 
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did not allow women to date soldiers.^' Significantly, it was the responsibihty of the 

junior hostess to say "no" politely to those men who pursued her for dates or who asked 

for her phone number despite their knowledge of the rules. The USO placed the 

responsibility for curtailing the possibility of such contact on the women in question and 

assumed that men would listen to the women. This approach excused men from any 

accountability for pursuing hostesses sexually when it was against club rules. For 

example, the national USO discouraged junior hostesses from dating male soldiers and 

52 • advised them to "understand this, and make it easy for the boys." At a meetmg about 

local servicemen's recreational needs. Lieutenant Russell Becktell, Chaplain in Bedford, 

Massachusetts argued, "a soldier won't go any further than a girl permits.This point 

of view reinforced the notion that all wartime sex was consensual and that women were 

responsible for men's sexual behavior. The USO had a habit of treating soldiers and 

sailors like children in need of motherly guidance. From its point of view, the USO 

expected junior hostesses to uphold the morals of the canteen by giving the boys an 

obligatory spin around the dance floor and then gently dousing their hopes when they 

asked for a little something extra. In a clear example of the connections between USO 

service and sexuality, the Philadelphia Stage Door Canteen hosted a game of "spin the 

bottle" between servicemen and hostesses, at the same time that it did not allow young 

Newspaper Committee of GSO, Girls Service Organization Manual (Baltimore, Maryland; Saratoga 
Street USO, 1945), The Neal Homefront Collection, PP 151, Prints and Photographs Department, Maryland 
Historical Society [hereafter Neal Collection]; Julia Currie [pseudonym], WOHQ, March 28, 2001; Marian 
Richardson, WOHQ, March 8, 2001; Helen A. Gosnell, WOHQ, May 2001; June Elkin, WOHQ, March 8, 
2001; Carol Brooks [pseudonym], WOHQ, March 16, 2001; Shirley L. Gippner Meyer, WOHQ, March 26, 
2001; Susan Collins [pseudonym], WOHQ, May 6, 2001; Marilla Barlow Bagby, WOHQ and personal 
narrative, April 5, 2001. 

"Step Out Soldier," American Dancer, (1942, No. 1): 31. 
Comments from Lieutenant Russell B. Becktell, Chaplain at Bedford, Meeting Minutes, 7-16-42, Series 

II, Box 1, CDHC. 


















































































































































































































